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Triangle Group Annual General Meeting

We will be having our next Annual General Meeting at the Salvation Army Hall on
Thursday 28" June.

The meeting will involve an ‘Any Questions’ debate, with a guest panel including
Council Officers and local Councillors. We hope you will come along with the
questions you would like to ask on issues such as improving recycling, climate
change, policing the area, and transport. We will also provide an update on how our
group has developed and what our aims for the future could be.

All residents are invited to attend and we welcome input from all of you, as we are all
members of the community together.

Don't forget the 28 June at 7.00pm.
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Calling all students living in the Triangle area

our ideas.

New Website

Are you a University or College student living in the Triangle area?
We would like to know what you think about living here, and how you think
students could be more involved in plans for improving the area.

Members of the Triangle Community Group Committee would love to hear
from students who could come to some of our meetings, and provide input to

Contact us if you have any thoughts on living in the Triangle.

Our new website triangle-community.org.uk is a great example of new people volenteering from the
community and contribuing to our group in an effor to make it a better for everyone around.

The website has been put together and allows any registered user to post comments, add news and
keep up to date with the latest goings on around. Please take a look and let us know what you think.
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__________________________

Do you have an
issue you would like
to raise?

Do you have a story
you would like to
share?

Please let us know.
The deadline for

contributions to our
next issue is 10 July

St Peter’'s Church

London Road/Lewes Road Latest (LR2)

In the last Triangle Community newsletter, we informed the community about the
consultation process taking place on possible developments and improvements in the
London Road/Lewes Road area. A consultancy, Urban Initiatives, had begun a series
of meetings to consult with local communities about what they saw as priorities for the
improvement of these areas.

A draft regeneration strategy has now been produced, and a further consultation
meeting was held at the end of February. Although some members of the Committee
had been concerned about the consultation process in 2006, we were pleasantly
surprised to find that many of our comments had been taken on board and were
reflected in the Urban Initiatives report. The proposals are generally realistic and
would appear to increase prosperity and support aspects of our area. However, we
need to remember that any plans for improvement will not be achieved overnight — this
is a long-term plan for the next 10 years. It is important that we remain involved in any
further consultations and continue to feed in the comments and views of the Triangle
Community.

Local Works and the Sustainable
Communities Bill

Local Works , the Campaign for the Sustainable
Communities Bill , achieved a great success as the Bill
passed its 2" reading in the House of Commons on 19
January 2007, with a massive vote of 15 for and 17 against.
Thank you to all in the Triangle who lobbied our MP. The
Bill deals with the problem of Ghost Town Britain — the
decline of local shops, post office, pubs, services,
communities and jobs — and seeks to stop and reverse this
decline by helping local councils and communities and
promote local economic activity; environmental protection;
social inclusion; and citizen participation. The Bill's
philosophy is that councils and communities are the experts
on their own problems — and the solutions to them.

Another bill, however, was blocked by the Government at
its 2" reading on the same day. The Local Planning
Authorities: Energy and Energy Efficiency Bill ,
promoted by the Association for the Conservation of
Energy proposes to allow councils to set higher energy
efficiency standards than those required by Building
Regulations. There has been no further progress on this Bill
since January. Look at the website (www.ukace.org), for
more information.

Most people will have read in the local press that St Peter’s Church is under threat of closure.
The building needs large-scale repairs, which the small congregation cannot provide sufficient
funds for. Yet this beautiful building is a valued landmark in Brighton, and many people are
campaigning in support of the church. No decisions will be made in the next few months, but this is
the time to think about the future of what many people see as Brighton’s cathedral. Could it be
used as a church and community centre? An Arts and Culture Centre for the area? Converted into
flats as several churches have in recent years?

Let us know your views on St Peter’'s Church, and what its future might be. How should the
building be preserved, and could it have a different function?
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Changes to the planning system — how it affects loc al
communities

Rights of the public to have a say about planning are at risk, if Gordon

Brown has his way.

The Treasury thinks the planning system is a barrier to business, and wants to

make it quicker and more flexible. But this means cutting us out of the picture. A

series of Government commissioned reports gives recommendations that if

implemented could mean:

- Speeding up major projects by removing public involvement in inquiries
Increased domination of supermarkets in town centres at the expense of local
shops
Reducing our right to have a say in local plans.

The land planning system is the most sophisticated form of environmental and
social regulation that’s ever been introduced in the UK. Let’'s safeguard our rights -
take some action by telling Gordon Brown how you feel about having your rights
removed by visiting www.planningdisaster.co.uk

Sustainability — a strategy for the Triangle Area

Sustainability is a key

strategy for Brighton and Hove, and covers all
aspects of life in the City. It is important that this should be the strategy for the
Triangle Community too, so that we can feed directly into local plans, and gain
from any proposals which will benefit our area.

The Triangle Committee has had several meetings to discuss how we should
develop this strategy for our area. We need the views of residents and
business on various aspects of the Sustainability agenda, and in each
newsletter, we will be seeking your comments as plans develop.

The first objective of the Council's Sustainability Strategy is:

To improve everyone's access to the 'basic elements of life' such as

good quality local food

We are generally lucky in Brighton to have access to local produce through
Farmer’'s Markets, organic shops and restaurants and vegetable box
deliveries. But how could we improve access to fresh local produce in our

area? We can buy fresh fruit and vegetables at the Turkish Food Market and
at Al Amin Exotic Foods, but there are few other shops in the area selling local
produce. Sainsbury’s has a good selection of organic food, but this is
generally not sourced locally. We have few open spaces where food could be
grown.

What are your views on how we could encourage more shops selling fresh
produce in the area? Are there ways in which we could all work together to
ensure that more residents have access to good quality local food, such as a
food sharing cooperative? There are many projects which could help to
provide a more diverse range of foods to cater for our diverse community, and
help to protect our environment.

Any ideas or thoughts, let us know.
Contact details on the front cover of this newsletter
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Street cleaning

Earlier this year Brighton & Hove CityClean
trialled their new “deep clean” service, closing
off each of the local streets over a period of 4
weeks to give them a good clean out.

Cars were asked not to park and the “deep
clean” team came out to clear out the grime!
Have you noticed a difference? Do you think this
service was effective? Or have you not noticed a
difference?

Please share your thoughts on this new council
service.

Contact details on the front cover of this
newsletter

Tenancy Deposit Scheme

If you are in rented accommodation, did you know that
from 6 April, all deposits taken by landlords must be
protected by a government authorised tenancy deposit
protection scheme?

Deposits are protected to ensure:

tenants get all or part of their deposit back,
when they are entitled to it

any disputes between tenants and landlords or
agents will be easier to resolve

tenants and landlords agree the condition of
the property at the start of the tenency

tenants are encouraged to look after the
property they are renting

More information about the Tenancy Deposit Scheme is
available at:
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/TenancyDeposit/index.htm
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European Neighbours Day Tuesday, 29
May, 2007!

This event occurs every year on the last Tuesday
of May. The concept is simple, get to know your
neighbours!

Each resident is invited to make a simple gesture at
the same time throughout Europe: to invite your
neighbours round, to share a good time together and
get to know one another — what could be simpler?

Through the exchanges among European residents,
the sharing of experiences and good practices, this
gives each citizen the opportunity to interact and to
join in the construction of a Europe ever closer and
more human.

Neighbourhood renewal

Are you a student living in rented
accommodation that is badly maintained?

Are you frustrated when you come home and
can't park your car?

Would you like somewnhere to lock your bike up
where it won’t get knocked by passers by or by
cars?

Do you struggle to walk down the street on refuse
collection day?

Would you like a say on how we can make our
area greener?

We are currently formulating a long-term agenda to work
with the Council on improving our corner of Brighton and
would like to hear our thoughts.

If any of these issues affect you or would like to raise
other concerns, please get in touch.

Contact details on t he front cover of this newsletter
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Local History Quiz

Crescent Pub?
Where in the Triangle was there a shoe mender?

What was on the site of Sainsbury’s?

arwN

Island?

This newsletter is
sent to all residents
in the Triangle
community, over

What was in the position of Park Crescent Surgery?
What road in the Triangle had a baker’'s before Chunky’s?

© N

What was the name of the hotel at the Gyratory now a record shop?
What business used to be behind the CO-OP in Caledonian Road?

What was the shop at the Upper Lewes Road end of Caledonian Road?

1. What was the name of the car dealer with the red garage door opposite The Park

What was the name of the pub The Hub before it was renamed No Man’s an
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Challenges our area will face

Although the regeneration of the station area as the New England Quarter is now
progressing quite quickly, and is obviously good news for people who can afford to buy
properties there, there could be knock-on effects to the Triangle. For example, the
new Sainsbury’s store near the station has attracted alot of investment, and is a much
more attractive place to shop. Does this mean that there is a question mark over the
future of Sainsbury’s here at the Vogue Gyratory? Has our local Sainsbury’s lost trade
as a result of the new store opening? At the moment, it is looking quite run down and
neglected, and could do with a face-lift. I'm sure everyone is getting tired of waiting for
a new travellator to be installed!!

As the New England Quarter develops further, it is possible that other shops and
businesses in our area could be affected. We need to make sure that the Triangle
area remains clean, well-maintained and attractive to residents and businesses. There
will be demand for new flats and houses in the areas of regeneration, which will push
property prices up in those areas. It is important that we all help to ensure that the
Triangle area does not become identified purely as a cheap buy-to-let area, rather than
the lively diverse community it currently is.

What are your thoughts on the challenges we all face in this area? What should we do
to preserve the best qualities of the Triangle, and encourage new developments which
will add value to all our lives?

Contact the Triangle Community Group on: enquiry@triangle-community.org.uk
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Streets Ahead
Have you ever thought nice house, shame about the s treet?

Forget individual house makeovers - property expert Sarah Beeny is back with the
show where she persuades neighbors around Britain to get together to turn their
roads into more desirable places to live.

If you think that your road needs Sarah Beeny's help to transform it from somewhere
you are embarrassed of into somewhere you want to come home to then please call
Channel4 on:09011 25 25 34.

Calls cost 25p, mobile and other network rates may vary Upcoming events

Meetings about Rubbish and Graffiti take place on
aregular basis. Next Meeting: 7™ June 2007 at
The Bugle 7.30pm

See our web pages for more details.

Every month members of the community meet to
discuss local history at the Bugle Inn. You are
welcome to join us!

The Triangle Committee meets every three to four
weeks. See our web pages for detalils.

European Neighbours Day
Tuesday, 29" May, 2007!

Triangle Community AGM, Thursday 28" June,
. Salvation Army Hall 7pm.
Refuse and the Environment

Climate change could affect us all especially as the majority of the residents in this area are
under 30. This could be a manmade phenomenon and as such what can we do as individuals?
Surely we are not totally powerless to affect global warming. Well, nobody is going to go to B&Q
and spend £1500 buying a wind turbine or a solar panel for the landlord’s roof. So what can be
done? To reduce our carbon footprint we can all recycle and it will need an extra effort to use the
black recycling boxes. | know it is a ‘faff’ to carry it up the stairs and also remember the collection
days but the environmental issue is hot going away.

Landfill is unsustainable and Brighton and Hove’s site in Beddingfield is full, the incinerator at
Newhaven is controversial and mired in the planning process. The government impose a landfill
tax credit scheme allowing £30 per ton of landfill waste. If designated disposal weight is
exceeded the council is charged £170 per ton. This excess could be passed on to Council Tax
payers.

Check our website for recycling collection dates, normal refuse collection is every Wednesday

Contact Us

Maureen Winder Committee Chair m.e.winder@sussex.ac.uk
Valerie Dowley, Parking honeysettdowley@ntlworld.com
Daniel Wood Newsletter & Graffiti me@danielwood.org

Mary-Lou Rowland  Local History mary-lou@talk21.com

General queries: enquiry@triangle-community.org.uk
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